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jing town which I shall cail

HAD just gradas
' mted as B studsot.
from the Long Is-
land medgal col-
lege, in Brooklyu,
amd @z I needed
some recreationaf-
ter wy lony course
of study in that
institution. | detar-
mined to taka =
trip across the Western plains, my ol-
timate destization beilnz San Frao-

fo a bosom friend, Geotfrey Denuln,
s young lnwyer I desaribad the npos
pective pleasars of such a trip. sal he
a2t length consented to become wy
craveling eompanion

Aboat thiee weelss lnter, aftar var-
ious unimportant expariences, Dinnin
and I found ourselves in a small mio-
Lathrop,
abont 130 miles west of Denver

Wa hod just reglstered &t the chisf
“hotal” of which the plac: bossted—
s rude fivo-story frame striciute. and

were at onc¢e keenly eyed by the
loungers and puests, who evilently
gonsidered us vary stupul specimens
of ths ““tenderfoot” varicty

The mast importnnt servant of the
honse was a stulwart, foll-bearded
man of thirty-ive, whesa garb de-
aoted him to be w miney, and whom
everybody addressed as e

It was Just darle whoeo we sigaified
our inteation to visit the apartment
assigned to us, and ke wos Jdepozed
to e=vort us thith =

Asveading & durk fight of swairs,

— e —

he led us into & passage, atthe end
of whivh was our room, 8 medium-
sized, carpetless apurtiment. contain-
ingr two small cots, & coupla of
dilapidated chairs, & wush-stund and
s little roand table, upon which he
placed the candle, saying Lo me, o s
low, mysterious tone, his lmpudent
manmer ehangred suddenly w one ol &
cartain respoot:

“We looked for you two fays ago,
doctor—yon and your Foiend hers—
and had begon Lo get prelly sheery
when wa foand yon aldno’y show un,
Everviliing's nll right, so fur: there's
no suspicion. “You've got whit you
peed in them Lthings there”—poiotiug
to nur valises—'"‘and you'll not sei to
work till the bouse's all gquiet, for
swields bave earss  Pete’ll ¢lose np to-
uight extra enriy in order Lo give you
mors time to do the job.  You'll flad
1T there,” he econcluded indiecatiar
with a jerk of his thumb o side door
in the room, apd at the same time
backing suddenly to ths eutrsccs
with an expression of fear in his azly
face, while his owlishh eves kepl coa-
stantly winkiog.

Utterly amazed, I tried to spaalk,
tried to Bnd voice Lo ask him whst be
was driving 3t Joleed, Dennin’'s
tongue seemed tied too. and the fel-
tow bad already backed out of the
room, and shut the door guick 'y, anl
swwa heard him go bounding deoewn the
dark stairs as :f & ghost was after
Lim. bafore either of us could open
por mouths toarticulate a soand.

“Well,” said [, finally, Lorping to
Degnin, who appzarad to be coming
sutof & stapor, *What do you maka
vut of this experizpca?”

I make out of I," he replied, with
sn effart, *that we are in for some
strange. adventure. YWhar did
mean by i€? ‘Ssttinz to work'-—'do-
ing the job' —to say nothinge of what
else he sald. ™

s Evideatly we shall fiad that out by

A MURDEEELD WOMAN.

spening that side dpor which he in-
gicated. Anod he ealled me doctor
All this looks like a real mystery,

- “I'm with syoun.] sall Denuin, start
ing towsrd the side door.

I caught him by the urm,
“Goxlow, my boy. Remember his
 warping about walls baving eavs and

tratns will be o ascoeding oot going to work tilt the house was

(0 cotapany o

Freclse,

**1 pever heard such n girl for preach-

‘" gald Maud,

puncrustiey,
“*It's & positive mania with ber, ' ro-

plied Mamle.

“Yesterday she

bad the

clocks tekan oot of ber stocklngs bLecause
sone one toid her they were fost. ''— Lifc.

An Unpardonable Offeniee,

The Cireus w-—foum fired, €0 |

you hane!

The Clown—Eh?Y Whnt for?
The Clrous Manager—During this after-
noon's performance yor made n Bew joke!
Nouw gut oul,—Chicago Record.

1p Doubt.

zm thim—li, dear, 1 hear thas your

lefr
Warld

quist. Let's walt snd ssk no gquos-
tlomi. lest we betray ourselves The
! more I think of ir thy mors I mm con-
! ! vineed that be has in scms unaceount-
sble way mistaken us for other peo-
pla. Who? What sart? OF course I
rannot gonjecture. isut certain it is
e are not supposed to bLe here for
| any gwaod purpasse. Didn't you notics
bow frightensd he looked wasn Le
| spoke of it?"

“Yes® snld Pennin, "and thatl leads
me to beiieave we are on the poiutof
making some fmportant discbrery—I1
sannot lmagine what—bul which
I'will bring thiat villain, and perhaps
| the lundiord himse!f. into trouble.”

Having deliversd himeell of this |

saga condlusion. Desnin washed him-
gelf, and wifter I had dons likewiss

Bympnhlm (wnﬂ--!'u. T SO =
toe ‘ & York | we went below to see sboul supper.

Ike was not visible, and ths land-
* tapd, ‘vﬁo was wailing oo some new
cnstomers, directed us to the dinioz-

“Have M-n any change in Waters voom, siyly haoding me, 8s he did so,
since be signed the -

“0h, m llnhuqnlt lnvmng me W somuiuing
i o = : felt like a ke

wrapped ln paper, which
Ca sitting inwh to supper L opaped

e

It.ho paper, and, sure encugh, I found

t contzined & door key, whila on the
;nper were scrawled several lines,
i which 1 made out to resd as foilows;
“Thiz Eey fits the Dore between
| the rooms—don’t kum te the Har agin
 to-n te, and luk out for people in
| Room on Usther side of Partition -
you will bud Bags in Closet In Room.”
| After supper we went directly to
sur room, taking with uws o lurge lamp
rhich had been lighted for our use
[t was then eleven o'clock.
Through the partition on the right,
opposite thae door opening into the
sther room, we herrd volees, and

ing by their talk, dis¢ussing business
matters

Socn after we heard them go out;
the houss bécaime as still =s death
Then. with m strange feelinyg croep-
ing orer me, I bade Dennin take up
the lamip, and, going on tiptoe to the
uide door, 1 unlocked It very care-
fully, so as not to make the slightest
nolse, and slowly npened it

We entered. There wias po carpet on

1
listened. 1t was some mioers, jodg i
|
|

the iloor, and no furniture save & long |

den! table in the middle of the room.
To the right, in the
was o eot, with a blanlket thrown over
it; to the left & closet. |

“Well,” 1 was on the
inge,
Plennin, who was betwaen e and
the Tarther corner, holding the lnmp
suddenly started back and elotehed
Iy argh

“"Heuvens, Joel™ he sald in a hoarse
whisper, *‘there's somethiog coversd
up on the c¢otl™

The hand with swhich he held the
lamp shiook so that., fe aring he would
drop it, 1 took it from him. anid ia
Lreathless snspense, we went vo Lip-
toe to tha cot

Yes; there was cortainly something
under the blanket. Something that
lookad li ke the top of o humun head
peeaped out

1 pnlied down the blanket = littie,
and & ghastly face, framed by long,
brown hair,
glnsuy oreEs

Horrifled, 1 recolled and ser the
lamp upon the table, while Denn'n
stagrared back against the wall, muar-
muring:

“For God's
this mean?"

“lrmeans,™ I replied. mustering my
emotion, il menns that we &land
fuce to faes with the victim of & crime
—a murdéred woman! Choked 1w
death!"

“Choked!” gasped Dennin.
do vou know that?”

It is very evident™ 1l mnde an-
swer; approaching the cot again
“See for yourselfl,” and I showed
Dennin, at tha throat, several duark
| marlks, like the impriots of fingers:
|  Cover iLup again, J ce. The night

ts too horrible!” moaned Dennin, *We

must rot disturb t—it must be left

just as we found i1," apd seizing the
| blanket with a shudder he pulled it
over the staring Tuce,

*Aad now what's to be dona?" he
continuned. *‘Our HBret step is undonbe-
edly to go mod lodge a complaint
against this lke avd Pete Burroughs,
the lundlord. We mpst do so atopnce.”

““Not aa fast, my boy. Do you lm-
agine we wonld be allowed to leave
this house by stealth at this bour? No,
indeed, we are supposéd to be

“What?" arked Dennin, impatlently,
as [ paused.

“Cutting th e body up, of course, o
that they can ¢o avenlestly dispose of
| it—bury the pleces separately, no
doubt? Jsu't the matter clear to you
| now? Some ons, foraround sum of
mooey, has agreed to furnish them »
villainous doctor and an assisiant
who w ould do the job for thom.
Don't ¥ ou fremember Lhat 1ke sald o
me, when be ciationed me in tha
other room, 'We looked for vou twa
d avs sgo, doctor?” And what ha

mernt by You've got what you veed

in them things’' pointing to our

valises where were lhe surgical instro-
ments neces sury for the operation.”™

1,*opening tha va lise. took out two

loaded revolvers, and going up to

Dennin, sald, in a whisper:
| “Take thisrevelver and keep vour
|w1:s about you. Certain it s that

either Ike or the Inndiord will be
here before daylight to see wwhether
we have dones the Jfob. Whouver
comes, we must be prepared for hio.
It's o matter of life or death with us™

1t was draw ing near to 3 in the

morning when 1 heard soft footsteps
in the pass age, approasching the door,
and presently there eame & light
knoelk. I motioned to Denain, and
when 1 ope ned the door, in walked
Tce mpd Pete, the Ilandlord, but 10
find themselves confronted sunddeniy
w ith two revolvers aimed sireight ot
their bLreasts. At the =ame time I
cried oul:

“Hands ap!™ :

“pon’'t shoot!? the two wortlies
stammerad, simultapeocusly throwing
up the ir hapds *"No harm was meant!™

YW kat! No bharm, you villaios! It
was o coid blooded murder!” 1 sald.
vehismently.

lice burst out Iaunghing: winking
Ing farlously, while from every purt
of the bouse seemed to come an o x-
plosion of shouls., anpd into the room
rushed s score of miners.

T he factis, pard,” said lke, s=up-
pressing bis mirth, ““we've been pretiy
lhard on you and your friend. Hat
"ithat’'s the initintion we gencrally give
to sil sew tenderieet—a preuty good
| skeer, that's all. And really, o the
| fast place, it was intended for 1wo
tenderfcot friepds of our'n we ex
| pected two days agoe  Hut when they
didn’t eome, and we sean youss eom-
in vp the street, so ipoocent-lilte, wa
[ conldo't resist the temptution to play
| the joke off on you,” and with several
| raplid winls, Ike walked to the door
of the adjoining room , one of the
miners foliowing him with the lamp,
snd unlociing it with aoother key.
threw it cpen, walked to the cot, and,
amid & rosr of laughter, jer<ad out
! om uader the blanket, by the khalr,
the wax head of & woman

sulke, Jos, what doos

“How

farther corper |

point of say- |
1 ses no mystery in this,®™ when |

stured up #ut us with |

——

Tha Littls Blater's Ravela

A Pennsrivanis etrest o
(morth tha other pight, *all ©

| when, during a luil io the geow

sation, s litkle privets talk
woe misssy of 8 years was boeas
EBald one, “*Your seter p
awlully, don’t sber’
“No, ehodon'y " repilod @
Just powdess her fece. "
“Why, It's Just Lthe aaine
aNo 1t als'e for 1 Lheard
toll her the other nmighs Lo
would paint and not
the powdaer rubs off vno bisch
and palnt won'L "—Indisuapall

I

They Wouldm't e Ther

fo* yo' drive 3
de tovey [ Lt
paliaesyy, Vol ow

“*Wha'
dts em’ of
i Werl,
golo Lo gl & party tanlgl

and, " e—

obys mak guin to 'l

The State of ey

Thore Witk Jitele pod st
and & Ulaze 1t hey cyu as
country télegoaph oflics no
milos from Detrult

Y1 want o welegragh
ghe sud, with o
slapely Jaw

LY s, madam, 't respondy
luu.uim;, hetr some |

*How much wiil

1 don't know, wadam
operator, with Leen polle
mmoile,

“Don't konowl’
A Fou here for?'"

“*T'o tell poople whatr |
and o send aml recelve e

“*Well, why don's you kuow
®» telegram: will cost™™’

“ Beoanso, makiui,
§t I8 to L womy’

“Well, you necdn’e L
Inupprd‘ “ile i to Ty

“Thank yoo, madao
cent= "'

She mace no further o
the blanks, and 12 the ocvurs
turnod with about
Written matter

“Thoro!** Ehe said, lay
dovwn with the moesungr

»But, madnm, "’ explpined
VES Is 26 cotate fur e

MW hatt' she ojoculaied

U¥ou ouan aply seod wen v
centst”

She looked] bl san
tried to suppress bor fecllugs
tATe yOU n oarTied tos

“*¥You, moclam. **

““WWell, youaust b ar
koow that B wWonsah ol b g
oand & plece of hur mine
and withoutwalting tobeara
from him sbho gouted bersol]
fed, tnking her tuessig
ol Frue Firews,

sLnp ol

i doni'n

Lo e

11 word

e o

Mr. Choatle's One Le

Josipl EH, Choute s » may
micn snd avtboritatlive e

Some yonraago & young Ll
Choate arrived in Now Yo
n lotter of lutroduotion o
lawyer.

After feading tho Jetles
thrned to the younyg roen

“Well, sir, what other lett

The young mun npurned
men of rure or losd vranding
broyght Introductis

“Abh, young mAan'* saldd
with m reminisomit ook
st Inr bidter provided wi
tlons thuan I wod when
York nt your ap< o <otk

4]

¥ oes?'" gald the younug n

BYes. 1 hnd anly one lert
me Into the grent et

“May I sask from w

grericd thie young relutd
LFrom Rufus Choste ¢

Evarts,” aunswered AMr Ol
York Hepnld,
Peclived With Thunhs

A Qo OD A WATDS sUmTaer dag
in the slada and socon fell aals
anwakenoed by the nolas of n

progching bis shady resting
up, "' sald the buli, “sud
thore!'’

“"No ' mplivd the dog
right to the placve. I was hor
*“Well, " #nld the bull, ]
iy at the dog, burwitha
in bis lefh aye;: which made t!
coltoyn roun cold and bism
Ay, "' lct us toas up for e
y.flih“'.k "-‘I'l, By |l A M I" ;
nrver gninble And be w
RExchange.
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No Expuariments

A French Indy, stasing
EoTie Elrnee, Waw wWhestiing with o
l:tngungt-, =he hnad ml
rose, &he thoughe,
Invitation 1o dine

As the dinnee went nn ahe
dials Thnt wie Niew Lo by .
s APpEAranTe, )

nnd ons

ghe deelined

“Ah! Thanka! Mo,
only neguaintatiees! — Yo
o,

Onilant at

Gent—Madouiol sel
my arn’

Young Lody—2M\
o oold, and 1
in my mnf.

Gent (3 -l'n.:rp'!}l - ,\
your muifi-—Lo s U

Aoy

§
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Na Frooklea Foar i

Judge Bagedale wlls o
youth who wanted to marrs
fully frecklied and homely
mred =al, and she waid

Well, Johin, I wailis to
bt T wants a mon all coe
lanta Con=ultuthon.

Esbatiksboouy
Friond—Your sorn bus
| disleus poet.
Parent—Wall, heaint e
I never conid spell zupselill
came bonegily by e —Dewolt or
L
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